Himalayan
Balsam in the
Curl Brook

During the 2015 and 2016 electrofishing surveys it was noticed that along the banks of the brook
were numerous stands of Himalayan Balsam. Below is a map showing the known extent of this
invasive weed in the Curl Brook Catchment.

Himalayan Balsam Coverage in the Curl

How it spreads
Each plant can produce up to 800 seeds. These are dispersed widely as the ripe seedpods shoot their
seeds up to 7m (22ft) away.
Although it is currently believed that the seeds are not viable for more than 2-3 years, they are in
fact very resilient to all types of conditions and therefore without committed and continuous
control, the seed bank is extremely persistent.
It grows rapidly, spreads easily, out-competes other vegetation and readily colonises new areas.
Eradication must therefore start at the top of its catchment so that new seeds are not washed down
stream on to cleared areas.

Why is it a Problem?
Himalayan Balsam is extremely competitive and is already the dominant vegetation in much of the
Wye catchment. It outcompetes native flora due to aggressive growth rates then when it dies back
during the winter it leaves stream and river banks bare. This decreases bank stability as they do not
have root structures binding the soil and makes it much more susceptible to erosion.

Control Methods of Himalayan Balsam
The Wye & Usk Foundation intend to co-ordinate a catchment wide eradication programme to get
of Himalayan Balsalm.
The plants will initially be sprayed in April to address the most vigorous growth.
This should then be followed up by cutting or pulling plants in June/July. If cutting plants it must be
ensured that it is cut below the lowest node otherwise it flowers again. The plants can be left to
breakdown on the banks.
It is also worth following this up in early September - there’s always one or two plants that survive or
recover.
Following cutting, native plants recolonise unsprayed areas much more quickly.
The majority of next year’s infestation comes from the seed of plants growing in the immediate
vicinity.
To find out more visit: https://himalayanbalsam.cabi.org/current-control-methods/

